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only be an underlord in charge of the internal
affairs of a province. He was not paying tribute
as similar princes in other provinces, but in every
other particular his rule was that of a petty prince.
This division of responsibilities between the two
brothers had gone on well for fifteen years. There
had been unusual peace and prosperity in Baby-
lonia. There was entire freedom in Assyria for
the continuance of war upon rebels, and there was
no reason why the arrangement should not be con-
tinued as far as Assyria was concerned. Let only
Shamash-shum-ukin continue to play the lesser part
and till would be well.

But Shamash-shum-ukin was ambitious.1 There
was king's blood in him no less than in his elder
brother, and he aspired to be the independent
king of an independent kingdom. He saw that
this could never be attained by Babylonia acting
aloue. He must have aid in some form from other
states, and he had nothing to offer for then* assist-
ance He began plotting such a series of rebel-
lions against Assyria as would weaken the em-
pire and hence leave him free from all danger of
attack. The plan had elements of possible suc-
cess. He could not get succor in a bold campaign
against his brother unless he could offer gold or
territory in return for the aid which he received.

1 Tho inscriptions belonging to the reign of Shamash-shum-ukin have
'been published, translated, and explained in a masterly manner in C F.
Lehmann, Athamashshumiikiii) K&nig von Babylon, w&chriftliches Material
tiler dm Begiwi $&ntr Rsgicrung, grrmenthftts zum erstw Male heraus-
) ttbtrwtzt wid crtdittert, Leipzig, 1892,